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1
NON-LINEAR MULTI-POLE
MAGNETIZATION OF FLEXIBLE
MAGNETIC SHEETS

BACKGROUND

This invention relates to providing a system for improved
multi-pole magnetization of flexible sheet magnets. More
particularly, this invention relates to providing a system for
multi-pole magnetization of flexible magnetic sheets.

A conventional flexible magnetizable sheet is magnetized
with a magnetizer array that uses neodymium rare earth
magnets. The standard magnets used are a 42 M grade with
a 1" outer diameter and 0.250" inner diameter. The magnets
are stacked on a stainless steel shaft with alternating pole
orientation and spaced with steel washers between magnets.
When the flexible magnetizable sheet is rolled over the
array, alternating straight-line poles develop in the sheet
material, which gives it a magnetic field.

The conventional process of magnetizing flexible sheets
on a sheetline results in the orientation of the magnetic poles
being exactly the same on each finished magnetic sheet. As
a result, stacking finished flexible sheet magnets in a straight
stack (such as for storage, shipping, etc.) can be difficult.
Since opposite poles attract, or alternatively stated similar
poles repulse, stacking such flexible magnetic sheets on top
of each other often staggers the sheets in a saw tooth or
zigzag formation, from the resultant alignment of the mag-
netic fields of each sheet, preventing straight or “neat”
alignments with the edges of all sheets in the stack flush with
each other.

Additionally, the force needed to “jog” such sheets into an
aligned stack can damage the edges of the sheets. Further,
the strong magnetic attractive force between such stacked
sheets makes it difficult to separate individual sheets from
the stack for use.

Additionally, in some uses of flexible magnetic sheets,
external forces acting in the direction of the magnetization
lines may cause the flexible magnetic sheet to slide or be
dislodged from the surface to which it is magnetically
adhered.

OBIJECTS AND FEATURES OF THE
INVENTION

An object and feature of the present invention is to
provide a system overcoming the above-mentioned prob-
lems.

It is a further object and feature of the present invention
to provide such a system utilizing non-linear multi-pole
magnetization.

An additional object and feature of the present invention
is to provide such a system, which magnetizes a magnetic
sheet with a distinctive non-linear pattern of magnetization
lines.

Another object and feature of the present invention is to
provide such a system which diminishes alignment of mag-
netization lines between flexible magnetic sheets stacked
together.

A further object and feature of the present invention is to
provide such a system, which reduces the force needed to
“jog” a stack of flexible magnetic sheets into a stacked
alignment.

Yet another object and feature of the present invention is
to provide such a system that allows stacking in a feed tray
for use on an automated device.
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An additional object and feature of the present invention
is to provide such a system, which distributes magnetization
directions to prevent alignment with an external force,
preventing separation of flexible magnetic sheets from a
surface to which it is adhered.

A further object and feature of the present invention is to
provide such a system that is efficient, inexpensive, and
handy. Other objects and features of this invention will
become apparent with reference to the following descrip-
tions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with an aspect of the invention a non-linear
multi-pole magnetization pattern is used to magnetize flex-
ible magnetizable sheets. One embodiment of the invention
for eliminating shifting of magnetic sheet positions in a
stack is to randomize the positions of the multiple magnetic
poles in such manner that as the magnetic sheets are stacked,
each sheet will have a multi-pole configuration different
from the adjacent sheets below and above it on the stack.
This can be accomplished by angling the magnets and
washers on the magnetizer array. The pole lines that will
develop on the flexible magnet sheet will be non-linear or
“wavy,” thus making the position of each north and south
pole random on any one finished magnetic sheet. Therefore
when two sheets are stacked, the randomized magnetic pole
pattern will result in weaker magnetic force alignment,
allowing the sheets to be stacked in a straight stack.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a diagrammatic plan view illustrating multi-
pole magnetization, of at least one flexible magnetizable
sheet, according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 2 shows the sectional view 2-2 of FIG. 1 according
to the preferred embodiment of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 shows a partial side view of another example
embodiment of a magnetizer roller 110 in accordance with
the invention.

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 shows alternate multi-pole magnetization patterns
in accordance with the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows a diagrammatic plan view of multi-pole
magnetization system 100, illustrating multi-pole magneti-
zation 130 of at least one flexible magnetizable sheet 120,
according to a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion. Multi-pole magnetization system 100 preferably com-
prises at least one multi-pole magnetization 130 of magne-
tizable sheet 120, as shown. Magnetizable sheet 120 is made
of a flexible magnetizable material such as, for example, a
polymeric material containing embedded ferrite particles.
Such flexible magnetizable sheets are well-known in the art
and consequently will not be described further. Multi-pole
magnetization 130 comprises at least one non-linear mag-
netization pattern 135, such as a sine-wave pattern as shown,
or other curvilinear pattern. Other magnetization patterns,
such as, for example, square waves, trapezoidal waves,
triangle waves, cross-hatches, etc., also may be used.

Multi-pole magnetization 130 preferably utilizes at least
one magnetizing roller 110 to magnetize flexible magnetiz-
able sheet 120 with magnetization pattern 135, as shown,
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creating magnetized flexible sheet 125. Upon reading the
teachings of this specification, those skilled in the art will
now appreciate that, under appropriate circumstances, con-
sidering such issues as cost, future technologies, etc., other
magnetization methods, such as, for example, oscillating
electro-magnetic fingers, embedded permanent magnets in
oscillating feed path, etc., may be used.

In one example embodiment, magnetizing roller 110
comprises a plurality of individual roller 140 (e.g. a stack of
geometric wafers shaped to produce magnetization pattern
135 with magnetization lines, as shown. Individual rollers
140 alternate stacking of magnets with magnetic field con-
ducting spacers providing multiple pairs of magnetic poles
along the length of magnetizing roller 110. Each individual
roller 140 preferably comprises a uniform saddle shape with
an outer perimeter defining a cylinder (the diameter of which
corresponds to the diameter of magnetizing roller 110).
Those skilled in the art will appreciate that, under appro-
priate circumstances, considering such issues as cost, avail-
able materials, etc., other shapes providing a non-linear
multi-pole magnetization pattern, such as, for example,
ovular shapes tilted with respect to the roller axis, trapezoi-
dal saddle shapes, triangular saddle shapes, etc., may be
used. There exist multiple magnetic poles with magnetiza-
tion lines provided across a width of the magnetizable sheet
120. The multiple magnetic poles and magnetization lines
are spaced apart (e.g. equally spaced apart), and can have the
same phase as shown along a length of the magnetizable
sheet 120.

FIG. 2 shows the sectional view 2-2 of FIG. 1 according
to the embodiment of FIG. 1. In one embodiment, flexible
magnetizable sheet 120 passes across magnetizing roller
110, while magnetizing roller 110 rotates, preferably becom-
ing magnetized with magnetization pattern 135, resulting in
magnetized flexible sheet 125. Flexible magnetizable sheets
120 may be successively fed across magnetizing roller 110,
preferably randomly reaching the magnetizing roller 110 at
a different point on magnetizing roller 110, thus preferably
randomizing the location of magnetization pole lines with
respect to other magnetized flexible sheets 125. In an
alternate embodiment, the flexible sheet 125 may remain
stationary while the roller 110 rolls over the sheet 125 in
contact therewith.

In effect, when stacked, magnetization lines within mag-
netization pattern 135 of successive magnetized flexible
sheets 125, having been magnetized, will cross at multiple
points distributed across magnetized flexible sheets 125.
Applicant has found that the crossing of magnetization lines
will cause magnetic field interference patterns to roughly
evenly distribute attractive and repulsive forces between
adjacent portions of adjacent sheets 125 within a stack, thus
lessening the overall attraction between two such adjacent
sheets.

This arrangement will result in easier “jogging” or sliding
into physical alignment of the edges of sheets in a stack,
since less force is exerted normal to the adjacent surfaces
from magnetic attraction thereby creating less friction to
resist the sliding movement.

In addition, while magnetized flexible sheet 125 is in use
(i.e. magnetically attached to a magnetically attractive mate-
rial surface), non-linear magnetization pattern 135 resists
lateral movement of magnetized flexible sheet 125 on such
surface. The magnetic domains within a magnetically attrac-
tive material align themselves according to the non-linear
magnetization pattern 135 within magnetized flexible sheet
125, while magnetized flexible sheet 125 is magnetically
attached to the magnetically attractive material surface.
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Since the magnetic domains follow correspondingly to
non-linear magnetization pattern 135, any shift in magne-
tized sheet would require changes to the magnetic domains
and thereby additional energy to enact the movement. In
contrast, a straight line pattern would be able to move in-line
with the magnetization pattern and require no extra energy
to alter the magnetic domains. Thus a non-linear pattern
such as magnetization pattern 135 makes the magnetic
cohesion force between magnetized flexible sheet 125 and
the magnetically attractive material more consistent along
any direction.

FIG. 3 is a partial side view of another example embodi-
ment of a magnetizing roller 110 in accordance with the
invention. An alternating stack of angled magnets 307 in the
shape of discs and spacers or washers 309 are mounted on
a shaft 305. The shaft 305 is provided with a shaft collar 303
and a bearing 301 for mounting in a magnetic sheet forming
apparatus. In one example embodiment, the magnets 307 are
42 M neodymium magnets, and the washers 309 are made
of 1008/1010 steel or stainless steel. Each successive mag-
net 307 on the shaft 305 has a pole orientation opposite to
adjacent magnets, with spacers or washers 309 placed
between adjacent magnets 307. According to one example
embodiment, the magnets 307 and washers 309 are mounted
on shaft 305 at an angle of 13° with respect to the radial axis
ofthe shaft 305. FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the roller
110 of FIG. 3. According to one example embodiment, the
magnets 307 have an inner diameter of 0.250" and an outer
diameter of 1.500".

While FIG. 3 shows a fixed configuration of angled
magnets, the present invention may be alternately imple-
mented using an adjustable configuration, wherein the angle
of the magnets may be varied on the shaft, such as by use of
an internal cam shaft, adjusting rod, or other angle adjusting
mechanism as may be known to those skilled in the art.

FIG. 5 shows alternate multi-pole magnetization patterns
in accordance with the invention. Specifically, pattern 503 is
produced by an 8 pole per inch array, which exhibits a 3 pole
jog, while pattern 505 is produced by a 16 pole per inch
array, which exhibits a 5 pole jog.

Although applicant has described preferred embodiments
as examples of this invention, it will be understood that the
broadest scope of this invention includes modifications such
as diverse shapes, sizes, and materials. Such scope is limited
only by the below claims as read in connection with the
above specification.

Further, many other advantages of applicant’s invention
will be apparent to those skilled in the art from the above
descriptions and the below claims.

What is claimed is:

1. Apparatus for producing multi-pole magnetization flex-

ible magnetic sheets, comprising:
a magnetizing mechanism comprising a magnetizing
roller configured to create a non-linear multi-pole mag-
netization pattern on a flexible sheet of magnetizable
material,
wherein said magnetizing roller comprises a shaft with
a plurality of magnets arranged on said shaft at a
non-zero angle with respect to a radial axis of said
shaft, and

wherein said flexible sheet of magnetizable material is
passed over said magnetizing roller in contact with
said magnets to produce said non-linear multi-pole
magnetization pattern.

2. Apparatus as set forth in claim 1, wherein said magnets

are fixed on said shaft at said non-zero angle.
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3. Apparatus as set forth in claim 1, wherein said angle of
said magnets with respect to said radial axis is adjustable.

4. Apparatus as set forth in claim 1, wherein said non-zero
angle is 13°.

5. Apparatus as set forth in claim 1, further comprising at
least one spacer mounted on said shaft between successive
magnets.

6. Apparatus as set forth in claim 1, wherein said mag-
netizing mechanism comprises a plurality of geometric
magnet wafers each having a uniform saddle shape with an
outer perimeter defining a cylinder.

7. Apparatus as set forth in claim 1, wherein said magnets
are configured in the shape of discs.

8. A flexible magnetic sheet having a non-linear multi-
pole magnetization pattern formed thereon, said non-linear
multi-pole magnetization pattern comprising multiple mag-
netization lines spaced apart across a width of the flexible
magnetic sheet, said flexible magnetic sheet made using the
apparatus according to claim 1.

9. The flexible magnetic sheet as set forth in claim 8,
wherein said magnetization pattern is a curvilinear pattern.

10. The flexible magnetic sheet as set forth in claim 8,
wherein said magnetization pattern is a wave pattern.

11. The flexible magnetic sheet as set forth in claim 10,
wherein said wave pattern is a sine wave pattern.

12. The flexible magnetic sheet as set forth in claim 8,
wherein said magnetization lines have a repeating pattern.

13. The flexible magnetic sheet as set forth in claim 8,
wherein said magnetization lines are spaced apart.

14. The flexible magnetic sheet as set forth in claim 13,
wherein said magnetization lines are equally spaced apart.

15. The flexible magnetic sheet as set forth in claim 8,
wherein said magnetization lines repeat across a width of the
flexible magnetic sheet.

16. The flexible magnetic sheet as set forth in claim 8,
wherein said magnetization lines of said non-linear multi-
pole patterns are in a same phase along a length of the
flexible magnetic sheet.

17. Apparatus as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
magnetization pattern is a curvilinear pattern.
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18. Apparatus as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
magnetization pattern is a wave pattern.

19. Apparatus as set forth in claim 18, wherein said wave
pattern is a sine wave pattern.

20. Apparatus for producing multi-pole magnetization
flexible magnetic sheets, comprising:

a magnetizing mechanism comprising a magnetizing
roller configured to create a non-linear multi-pole mag-
netization pattern on a flexible sheet of magnetizable
material, said magnetizing roller comprising multiple
individual magnetizing rollers supported on a rotating
shaft,

wherein said apparatus is configured so that said flexible
sheet of magnetizable material is passed over said
magnetizing roller in contact with said magnets to
produce said non-linear multi-pole magnetization pat-
tern.

21. Apparatus as set forth in claim 20, wherein said

individual magnetizing rollers are arranged side-by-side.

22. Apparatus as set forth in claim 21, wherein said
individual magnetizing rollers are saddle shaped.

23. Apparatus as set forth in claim 21, wherein said
individual magnetizing rollers are uniform saddle shaped.

24. Apparatus as set forth in claim 21, wherein said
individual magnetizing rollers alternate stacking of magnets
with magnetic field conducting spacers providing multiple
pairs of magnetic poles along a length of said magnetizing
roller.

25. Apparatus as set forth in claim 20, wherein said
individual magnetizing rollers are spaced apart.

26. Apparatus as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
non-linear multi-pole magnetization pattern comprises mul-
tiple poles and at least one pole jog.

27. Apparatus as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
non-linear multi-pole magnetization pattern comprises 8
poles per inch array, which exhibits a 3 pole jog.

28. Apparatus as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
non-linear multi-pole magnetization pattern comprises 16
poles per inch array, which exhibits a 5 pole jog.
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